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Have students read the story “Inventions & Innovation” at classroomconnection.ca/150

Canadian Press reporter Aleksandra Sagan looked at how Canadian inventors have 
shaped the world we live in and what must happen for future Canadian-grown ideas 
to turn into successful, global businesses. 

Many of the things that make our day-to-day lives easier, like the zipper and garbage 
bags, originated in the minds of creative Canadians who noticed a problem and 
created a solution to address it. Take the inventor of the egg carton, for example. 
About 100 years ago, Joseph Leopold Coyle overheard a fight between a hotelier and 
a farmer over deliveries frequently containing broken eggs. Coyle designed a carton 
to keep eggs intact from coop to customer and later built a machine to pump out the 
product en masse. Yet, while the egg carton turned many people into millionaires, 
Coyle failed to profit much from it. His daughter says, “he was no match for the sharp 
practices of big business and their sharper lawyers.”

Many business leaders, academics and policy-makers say Canada must get better 
at taking innovations and converting them into success stories, and the Liberal 
government is putting a heavy focus on the importance of innovation. As part of the 
e� ort, the Canadian Intellectual Property O� ice is trying to raise awareness about 
the patent system among home-grown businesses focusing on what it sees as high-
growth areas, like clean technology and aerospace. 

Additional discussion/research points:

• Canadians have contributed a slew of products to the modern world, including the 
egg carton, an Ebola vaccine and paint rollers. Research a Canadian inventor and 
track how s/he took their product from idea to market.

• What obstacles do people face in taking their inventions from idea to market?

• What support does the federal government provide for entrepreneurs and what 
more could it do?

• What could the government do in terms of the education system to make sure 
some of today’s students grow into successful business people?

• The Canadian Intellectual Property O� ice, which grants patents, receives about 
37,000 applications a year, but only about 13 per cent are from Canadians. Why do 
you think fewer Canadians apply for patents in the country than people from other 
countries?

• The CIPO is working on raising awareness about the patent system and focusing 
on what it says are high-growth sectors that are intellectual property sensitive, 
like clean technology and aerospace. Why do you think those are considered high 
growth and IP sensitive? Can you think of any other sectors that would fall into this 
category?

• What problems or annoyances do you experience in your daily routine that could 
use a creative solution to fix? What type of invention could help with this problem 
and how could that idea be turned into a global business?
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Meet the inventors behind two recent creations

The egg carton factory. THE CANADIAN 
PRESS/HO-Buckley Valley Museum

First egg box (patent granted in 1918). Coyle’s 
most famous invention is his egg box, which 
he received a Canadian patent for in 1918. He 
came up with the design for the carton after 
overhearing arguments between a hotelier and 
farmer over multiple deliveries of broken eggs. 
THE CANADIAN PRESS/European Patent O� ice
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