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Summer; we know how to make the  
most of every minute and seek out 
FUN at every turn. 
When the season of sun arrives, set your sights on Blue 
Mountain as your destination for family adventure. Spend 
long sunny days playing on unique attractions, splashing in 
Georgian Bay and enjoying the natural playground of the 
Niagara Escarpment.

Discover the Ideal  
Blue Mountain Vacation

Explore or Play All Day  
and Save up to 20% 
When you add to your Blue Mountain  
stay online in advance. 

BlueMountain.ca     

Fun All Around!

Blue Mountain Resort_IFC_ FP ad.indd   1Blue Mountain Resort_IFC_ FP ad.indd   1 2023-05-01   9:08 AM2023-05-01   9:08 AM
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WELCOME TO THE TORONTO STAR  

FAMILY FUN GUIDE!

CONTENT DIRECTOR: Nadine Chevolleau, DESIGNER: Joan Blastorah
ADVERTISING SALES: sales@consumermediasolutions.com

If you’re looking forward to spending 
some quality time with your family this 
summer, you’ll be glad you picked up this 
Toronto Star “Family Fun Guide.” It’s 
packed with lots of great family-friendly 
outings and exciting attractions to 
experience throughout Ontario.

Family fun doesn’t have to be expensive. 
In fact, some of Ontario’s most popular 
venues don’t cost a dime. Getting away 
from home for a few hours or a few days 
to walk through the cool shade of a pine 
forest or paddle in the sun-dappled 
stream of a public park not only creates 
great memories, but it can be an important 
learning experience for children as well. 
And, it’s good exercise!

Use this guide to help you plan the perfect 
family outing – whether it’s a road trip, an 
attraction, a sporting event or a music 
festival. It will help you see and experience 
all that Ontario has to offer.

The guide also features some fun and 
educational information for kids including 
an article about how comics are made, 
puzzles, interesting facts about our 
province, and much more. There’s even a 
place for kids to write about their favourite 
summer adventures.

Take some time to browse through this 
Family Fun Guide and plan an adventure 
for you and your family this summer. The 
memories you create will last a lifetime.
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REGIONAL 
KEY:

NORTHERN ONTARIO
SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

NO
SO

G
CO
EO

GTA
CENTRAL ONTARIO
EASTERN ONTARIO

Region Page  Food / Snacks

Aga Khan Museum G 7-8

Art Gallery of Hamilton SO 21

Bata Shoe Museum G 10

Bird Kingdom SO 22

Blue Mountain Resorts SO 2

Brampton On Stage G 11

Centreville Amusement Park G 18

Chelsea Toronto Hotel G 12

City Cruises ALL 16-17

City of Greater Sudbury NO 30

Conservation Halton G 14

Gardiner Museum G 14

Halton County Radial Railway S0 23

Immersive Disney Experience G 15

Little Canada G 18
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REGIONAL 
KEY:

NORTHERN ONTARIO
SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

NO
SO

G
CO
EO

GTA
CENTRAL ONTARIO
EASTERN ONTARIO

CENSUS DIVISION
REGION

  GREATER TORONTO AREA

  CENTRAL ONTARIO

  EASTERN ONTARIO

  NORTHERN ONTARIO

  SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

 Region Page  Food / Snacks

McMichael Canadian Art Collection G 9

Ontario Science Centre G 32

Pickering Museum Village G 13

Rockport Cruises EO 27

Shaw Festival SO 24

Teaching Kids News ALL 20

Toronto Fringe Festival G 19

Toronto Star Classroom Connection ALL 25-26, 
28-29, 

31

Treetop Trekking G 20
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UNSCRAMBLE THE LETTERS BELOW TO FORM WORDS 

Use the letters in the orange circles to 
solve the riddle below. Something 

enjoyed on a hot summer day.

STUMPER

M N W S M II G

H E B C A

R H T A EE W

C C N II P

R K S I N E L P R

2023 Family Fun Guide Jumble Puzzle.indd   12023 Family Fun Guide Jumble Puzzle.indd   1 2023-05-02   2:10 PM2023-05-02   2:10 PM

See answers at: classroomconnection.ca/puzzle
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Aga Khan Museum
Summer at the Aga Khan Museum
Summer in Toronto is shaping up to be beautiful, 
and what better way to enjoy the season than 
by exploring one of the city’s best hidden gems. 
The Aga Khan Museum has a jam-packed season 
awaiting you, and we’re just a short drive or 
public transit trip from downtown Toronto.

Contact: info@agakhanmuseum.org
Website: agakhanmuseum.org
Location: 77 Wynford Drive, North York, M2H 1Y3

The Aga Khan Museum in 
Toronto, Canada is the first 
museum in North America 

dedicated to the arts and culture 
of Muslim civilisations.

GREATER TORONTO AREA

Why don’t fish 
need to do 

homework?
Because they’re 

always swimming 
in schools.

Credit: jokes4us.com
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The McMichael Canadian 
Art Collection is located 
on the original lands of 
the Ojibwe Anishinaabe 

and Huron-Wendat 
People.

McMichael Canadian 
Art Collection
Home to the Art of Canada
The McMichael Canadian Art Collection 
offers visitors a unique and truly Canadian 
experience. From the art within the gallery to 
the surrounding landscape, it is the perfect 
gallery for an introduction to Canada’s art and 
culture. The McMichael permanent collection 
consists of more than 7,000 works by historic 
and contemporary Canadian artists, including 
Tom Thomson, the Group of Seven and their 
contemporaries, Indigenous artists and artists 
from the many diasporic communities.

Contact: � 1.888.213.1121 or 905.893.1121
Website: mcmichael.com
Location: 10365 Islington Ave, Kleinburg, ON L0J 1C0

Kids
under 5 are

FREE!
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The Bata Shoe Museum 
collection contains 

examples from virtually 
every culture in the world.

Bata Shoe Museum
For every shoe there’s a story. 
Ever wonder how shoes were made thousands 
of years ago or how they will look in the future? 
Visit the Bata Shoe Museum to explore the 4,500-
year history of footwear through four fascinating 
galleries and special exhibitions. Enjoy family-
friendly shoe-inspired crafts, iSpy games, and a 
funky try-on shoe station perfect for family photos. 

Contact: 416-979-7799
Website: www.batashoemuseum.ca
Location: 327 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ON
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The best live entertainment in 
Brampton presented across the city at 
The Rose, Garden Square, LBP & Cyril 
Clark. #bramptonONstage
Brampton On Stage represents the best live 
entertainment in Brampton presented in unique 
venues across the city: The Rose, Garden Square, 
LBP & Cyril Clark.

World renowned artists, rising stars, Canadian 
icons, local curators, guest presenters, 
community groups and cultural events all find a 
home on our stages.

Contact: �boxoffice@brampton.ca
Website: bramptononstage.ca
Location: 1 Theatre Lane Brampton, ON

Every Wednesday at 
8:00pm from June 28 
to August 30, bring a 

blanket and chair to 
Garden Square to cuddle 

up and enjoy a FREE 
family-friendly movie. 

MOVIES BY
MOONLIGHT
Reel Fun For the Whole Family!

GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

The word theatre 
is from the Greek 
theatron, meaning  
a place of seeing.
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Chelsea Hotel, Toronto is Canada’s largest hotel with 1,590 guestrooms. Guests are within 
walking distance of the prime retail district, colourful local neighbourhoods, and major tourist 
attractions. Enjoy complimentary Wi-Fi, three restaurants, separate adult and family recreation 
areas, and exclusive attractions discounts. Reliable service and a unique range of facilities provide 
travellers with essential amenities and comfortable accommodations at exceptional value.

A member of Langham Hospitality Group

CHELSEA KNOWS

To book call 1-800-CHELSEA (1-800-243-5732)
or visit chelseatoronto.com

22055_CT_Toronto_Star_5.375x8.375_PR.pdf   1   2023-05-03   10:13 AM
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The city of Pickering was 
named after the town 

of Pickering in Yorkshire, 
England

Pickering Museum Village

Nestled on the banks of Duffins Creek, Pickering 
Museum Village is the largest open air museum in 
Durham Region. It consists of 19 heritage buildings, 
gardens, and orchards. Pickering Museum Village is 
a community hub where people come together to 
learn, share stories, and build relationships through 
progressive, fun, and vibrant experiences.

Contact: � 905.683.8401
Website: pickeringmuseumvillage.ca
Location: 3550 Greenwood Rd. Greenwood, ON L1X 0J3

Events

Pickering Food Truck Festival
August 11-13, 2023 | Esplanade Park
pickeringfoodtruckfestival.com

pickering.ca/festivalsandevents

Canada Day
12:00 - 5:00 pm | Esplanade Park
7:00 - 10:00 pm | Kinsmen Park
pickering.ca/canadaday

Proudly 
Presents...

Summer Concerts
Thursdays from 7-9 pm | Sundays from 2-4 pm
pickering.ca/summerconcerts



14  TORONTO STAR 2023 FAMILY FUN GUIDE

conservationhalton.ca 

Experience the beauty of nature this summer! 

VISIT CONSERVATION
HALTON PARKS:
• Area 8  

• Crawford Lake

• Hilton Falls  
• Kelso 

• Mount Nemo 

• Mountsberg  

• Rattlesnake Point  

• Robert Edmondson

Gardiner Museum
Come play with clay
The Gardiner Museum is your destination for 
incredible ceramic art, family-friendly clay 
activities, dining, shopping, and more! The 
Gardiner also runs popular pottery camps for 
kids and teens weekly throughout the summer. 
Ages 18 and under enjoy free admission every 
day. Plan your visit!

Contact: � 416-586-8080 or mail@gardinermuseum.com
Website: www.gardinermuseum.com
Location: 111 Queen’s Park, Toronto, ON M5S 2C7

The Gardiner is one of 
the only museums in 

the world dedicated to 
ceramics.
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*2022 Ontario’s Choice Awards (Attractions Ontario)

miniature world.

BIG wonder.
Visit Ontario’s #1 Attraction*

Yonge and Dundas, Toronto
little-canada.ca

Centreville Amusement 
Park
It’s Always Sunny at Centreville! 
Surrounded by 600 acres of gorgeous parkland and 
just across the harbour from the city of Toronto, 
Centre Island’s iconic Centreville Amusement Park 
offers over 30 rides and attractions! Centreville is 
one of Toronto’s most popular summer destinations 
for families with young children. Full of fun and 
scenic views, Centreville is the ideal place for a 
family outing. 

Contact: 416 234 2345, lori@centreisland.ca
Website: www.centreisland.ca
Location: 9 Queen’s Quay West, Toronto, ON

There are currently over 
forty species of farmyard 
animals and exotic birds 
living at Far Enough Farm 

on Centre Island
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The Toronto Fringe 
Festival
Join us at KidsFest for loads of  
family fun!
The 35th Toronto Fringe Festival returns July 5 - 
16th, with shows and activities for all ages.

Join us at KidsFest to take in some shows and 
creative play activities at the KidsFest Club!

Contact: � 416-356-8942
Website: www.fringetoronto.com
Location: Toronto, Ontario

JulyJuly    5 - 16, 20235 - 16, 2023

LaunchLaunch  
PartyParty  
July 4thJuly 4th  

FRINGETORONTO.COMFRINGETORONTO.COM

100 SHOWS100 SHOWS
PS: PATIOPS: PATIO
KIDSFESTKIDSFEST

The name Toronto is 
derived from an Iroquois 

term meaning ‘where 
there are trees in water’.
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Ontario’s forests cover a 
land area equivalent in size 
to Germany, Italy and the 
Netherlands combined.

Treetop Trekking
Zip Line & Aerial Adventure Park
Is nature calling you? Release your inner 
adventurer at one of Treetop Trekking’s 7 zip 
line adventure parks. Climb tree-to-tree on 
bridges, swinging logs, hammock nets, and zip 
lines. Activities available for all ages & skill levels 
(check our website for details). Open April-
November. Plan your summer adventure today!

Contact: � info@treetoptrekking.com
Website: treetoptrekking.com
Location: 7 Locations in Ontario

For today’s tech-savvy kids, 
here’s the go-to resource for 

navigating 
what they 
read on the 
internet.
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SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

ThE 
Doctor!

Knock Knock 
Who’s There?

Doctor 
who?

Credit: jokes4us.com

That’s my favorite 
science fiction show, 

how did you know?

Contact: 905-527-6610
Website: www.artgalleryofhamilton.com
Location: 123 King Street West, Hamilton 
Ontario, L8P 4S8

Art Gallery of Hamilton 
Engage your imagination!

Explore the region’s largest public art gallery, home 
to over 10,000 works of Canadian, international, 
historical and contemporary art. With a dynamic 
schedule of exhibitions, family-friendly programs, 
artist talks, shopping and more - there is something 
for everyone to enjoy!

Founded in 1914, the Art Gallery 
of Hamilton is the oldest and 

largest art museum in the region 
with a permanent collection 

that is recognized as one of the 
finest in Canada.



22  TORONTO STAR 2023 FAMILY FUN GUIDE



 TORONTO STAR 2023 FAMILY FUN GUIDE    23

Contact: 519-856-9802
Website: HCRY.ORG
Location: 13629 Guelph Line Milton Ontario  
(just North of the 401)

Halton County Radial 
Railway

A museum with a full sized operating electric 
Railway. Ride 90 and 100-year-old streetcars. 
Fun day out for the whole family. Bring a picnic 
lunch and make a day of this unique setting. Our 
car Barns are full of historic electric railway and 
streetcar equipment. We have unlimited rides, gift 
shop, ice cream shop and historic Railway Station.

TRAVEL BACK IN
TIME WITH US.

STREETCAR RIDES      PICNIC AREAS
DISPLAY BARNS      GIFT SHOP

ICE CREAM SHOP

13629 GUELPH LINE
MILTON, ON   HCRY.ORG

Halton County Radial 
Railway is Ontario’s first 

and largest electric 
railway museum.

DOWN
1. These pesky critters always come at night
2. These are delicious roasted over a campfire
3. Paddle one of these on a lake or river
5. Pitch one of these to sleep in
8. A fun thing to do on summer vacation
9. Always be sure to extinguish  
 this before you leave

See answers at:  
classroomconnection.ca/puzzle

VACATION CONCENTRATION

DID YOU GET ALL 
THE ANSWERS?

ACROSS
4. If you’re lucky you’ll see these at night
6. Get out in the fresh air and enjoy this
7. Some people can’t see one of  
 these for the trees
8. Fun activities to do when  
 you go to camp

1

4 5

2

3

6

7

8 9
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The magical world of Narnia teeters on 
the brink of war. Only Prince Caspian 
and four children can restore peace.

ON STAGE NOW!

Kiana Woo (Lucy) and Qasim Khan (Aslan) with the cast of Prince Caspian. Photo by David Cooper.

SHAWFEST.COM | 1�800�511�SHAW

Royal George 
Theatre Sponsor

Children and Family 
Programming Supporter

Christopher & 
Jeanne Jennings

PRE�SHOW WORKSHOP AVAILABLE BEFORE EVERY PERFORMANCE – $5

ALSO PERFECT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY, A SHORT HISTORY OF NIAGARA!

ADAPTED FOR THE STAGE BY DAMIEN ATKINS
BASED ON THE NOVEL BY C.S. LEWIS

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL Publication: Ontario Family Fun Guide Insertion Date: April 24 2023  Size: 5.375 x 8.375
Contact: MACKENZIE@KEYGORDON.COM  |  Key Gordon Communications
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Comics are one of the most popular features of any news publication. They provide 
a chuckle amid the more serious news articles. But do you ever think about who 
creates them—who thinks up the ideas, writes the words and draws the pictures? 
Rina Piccolo creates the comic Rhymes With Orange. It is seen in more than 300 
newspapers, magazines and websites every day.

Cartoonists think up jokes—or “gags” as they call them—and draw pictures to go 
with them. Comics like Rhymes with Orange are just for fun. 

“We just want to give people a laugh, a smile—it’s fun. (Comics are) fun to do and 
fun to read,” says Piccolo. Piccolo didn’t go to school to learn how to make comics, 
although some cartoonists do. She is self-taught. 

“The only schooling I would advise for someone who wants to do this kind of work 
is get an education in however many topics that you can handle: history, science, 
sociology, politics,” she says. “And read. Read a lot! You’ve got to fill your brain 
with stuff! Because it’s going to come in really handy when you’re sitting down 
trying to drum up ideas.”

Around the age of 3 or 4, Piccolo says, she started scribbling and never stopped. 

And she says that’s key to getting really good at drawing—keep at it.

How does Piccolo get her ideas? She says she sits down every morning for about 
an hour and a half, flipping through magazines looking at the ads, the photographs 
and the articles for ideas. She’s not thinking, “what’s funny?” she’s asking herself 
“what irritates people? What’s really annoying?” 

For instance, waiting in line can be really boring and it’s something we all 
experience. Once she’s hit upon an interesting idea, she asks herself a what-if 
question. What if… a monster came along? 

A few laughs to lighten 
the news

classroomconnection.ca
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How was this comic made?
Rina Piccolo was thinking about news stations and how some of them have a “news 
ticker” that scrolls along the bottom of the screen during broadcasts. She was thinking 
how annoying those tickers are when you’re trying to read them and watch the news 
anchor at the same time. “On the piece of paper I was working with I had little sketches 
of medieval court jesters and kings and queens. And I thought in the medieval days, 
people used to get the news from a guy on the horse who would just ride from town to 
town and spread the news. If there’s a messenger delivering the news to the king and 
queen how could I tie that into the ticker thing going along the bottom? They didn’t have 
electronics. So it would just be a bunch of messengers going across the bottom. And I 
started to laugh—a bunch of guys literally crawling around the floor. Those are the kinds 
of cartoons where you almost have no doubt that it works.”

Draw your own comic
Line-ups can be super annoying sometimes.  
And boring. But what if … a monster came along?  
Try writing a caption for this comic to make it funny.  
You can add a speech bubble, with someone (even the 
monster) saying something. Think about what they’re 
waiting in line for and why the monster is there. What’s 
going to happen? Put a twist on reality – and make it funny! 

What word rhymes with orange? There isn’t one. That’s the 
joke! Literally no word in the English language rhymes with 
orange. (Try to think of one—we bet you can’t. It’s funny!)

Did You Know?

DEpartment 
STORE
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Rockport
CRUISES

CIRCA 1954

www.rockportcruises.com
20 Front St., Rockport ON K0E 1V0 • 613-659-3402

Cruises • Waterfront Dining • Rockport General Store & Gift Shop
Boathouse Country Inn & Cornwall’s Pub & Patio

Explore ♥ Imagine ♥ Cruise
Heart of the 1000 Islands

EASTERN ONTARIO

Credit: jokes4us.com

What does 
an English 

teacher eat for 
breakfast?

Synonym 
Buns.
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Don’t forget - no one else sees the world the way you do, so no one else can tell 
the stories that you have to tell.  — CHARLES DE LINT

MY  JOURNAL
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NORTHERN ONTARIO
Why don’t you 
see giraffes 

in elementary 
school?

Because they’re 
all in High 

School!

www.jokes4us.com Credit: jokes4us.com

Unscramble the letters below to help our 
lost camper find his way back to camp!

WORD sleuth

M

C

E

G

F

K

E

F

A

A

S

I

C

C

L

H

E

P

H

I

P

B

T

S

I

A

R

N

R

K
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Getaway

Local Flavou
rs

YOUR SUMMER

Outdoor Adventures Unique Attractions

discoversudbury.ca/summer

Book Now

DISCOVER
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Every day may not be good, but there is something good in every day.

MY  JOURNAL
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BOOK YOUR VISIT
ontariosciencecentre.ca

DISCOVER?
WHAT WILL YOU 

Explore and learn 
through play as you 

enjoy over 500 exhibits.


